
Overview

East Coast states have committed to purchasing 50 GW of offshore wind by 2045, with Federal and

State governments prioritizing domestic jobs and investment. The goal of this event is to share

industry experience in order to aid Danish companies in identifying opportunities arising from this.

To this end, we have invited major developers already active in the US to share their experience

from being ‘on the ground’ as well as representatives from key offshore wind states.

Networking Lunch13:00-13:30

13:30-14:00 Investment Opportunities from a U.S. 

Perspective

Stephen Pike, CEO, Massachusetts Clean Energy 

Center

Brian Sabina, Chief Economic Development 

Officer, New Jersey Economic Development 

Authority

Peter Lion, Senior Advisor, Offshore Wind, New 

York State Energy Research and Development 

Authority 

Jennifer K. Palestrant, Chief Deputy, Virginia 

Department of Mines, Minerals & Energy

14:30-14:45 Closing Remarks 

Peter J. H. Esmann, Sector Expert, Offshore 

Wind, Trade Council in North America

14:45-15:15 Reception with Coffee and Snacks
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The U.S. Offshore Wind Opportunity

Seminar for Danish Sub-Suppliers

August 11, 2021. Radisson Blu Scandinavia, Copenhagen

10:30-10:45 Welcome and Opening Remarks 

Peter J. H. Esmann, Sector Expert, 

Offshore Wind, Trade Council in North 

America

10:45-11:15

Ørsted’s Vision for the U.S. Market 

Claus Nørgaard, Senior Program 

Director for Ørsted, will provide insight 

and analysis on the current state of the 

U.S. market and where the potential 

lies

11:15-11:45

Land of Opportunity 

Lars T. Pedersen, CEO of Vineyard 

Wind, discusses lessons learned 

building the Vineyard Wind 1 supply 

chain 

12:30-13:00 Unions, Local Content, and Env. Justice: Part I  

Panel with Esvagt, Semco, and Siemens Gamesa

Moderator: Hans Peter Slente, Director of Market 
Development, Dansk Industri

Coffee Break 

12:00-12:30

11:45-12:00

Investment Opportunities from a 

Danish Perspective

Richard Bowen, Procurement Director, 

Semco Maritime

Søren Karas, CCO, ESVAGT

Kasper Yttesen, Senior VP, New Markets, 

Siemens Gamesa

14:00-14:30 Unions, Local Content, and Env. Justice: Part II 

Panel with MA, NJ, NY, and VA Officials

Moderator: Joseph Vitale, Principal, Rambøll

Agenda as of 9 August 2021

Registration and Coffee10:00-10:30
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Lars Thaaning Pedersen co-founded Copenhagen Offshore Partners (COP), a

globally leading offshore wind development and construction management

company, in 2015. COP works exclusively for Copenhagen Infrastructure

Partners (CIP) on their global offshore wind development portfolio across the

US, Europe, Asia, and Australia. In 2017, Mr. Pedersen relocated to Boston,

Massachusetts, to open COP’s US office and is the CEO of the Vineyard Wind

Project, which is currently developing the first large-scale US offshore wind

farm, Vineyard Wind 1, an 800MW project off the coast of Martha’s Vineyard,

Massachusetts. Before founding COP in 2015, Mr. Pedersen held executive

positions at Ørsted, and he has been involved in more than 15 offshore wind

projects with significant experience in the development, construction, and

operations of offshore wind farms.

Lars Thaaning Pedersen

CEO, Vineyard Wind

ltp@cop.dk

Claus Norgaard is the Head of Program Execution for New Jersey for Ørsted

Offshore North America. He started with Ørsted in 1998, working in coal- and

gas-fired power stations. In 2010, with the rise of the climate crisis and

offshore wind’s rapid emergence, he saw a fascinating opportunity and started

in the Offshore Wind Department of Ørsted in October of 2010. Claus’

position requires adaptability and versatility in his daily schedule. Most of his

time is spent problem-solving and helping the program to develop its

foundation in local markets as well as project-level operations. Claus is

passionate about offshore wind and believes it holds the greatest potential to

make entire countries independent of fossil fuels in the next generation.

Claus Nørgaard

Senior Program Director,

Ørsted

clano@orsted.dk

With over 25 years of experience in procurement and supply chain, Richard

has for the past 14 years been working within the offshore energy sector

through roles in DONG Energy (now Ørsted), Maersk Oil, and since 2017 at

Semco Maritime as Procurement Director. In this role, he and his team have

been responsible for negotiating the key subcontracts for the electrical

balance-of-plant of offshore wind farm substations such as Vineyard Wind,

Mayflower Wind, Arcadis Ost, and Kaskasi II, the latter two being currently

under construction in Aalborg in partnership with Bladt Industries. Richard is

originally from Houston, Texas.

Richard Bowen

Procurement Director, Semco

Maritime

RBOW@semcomaritime.com

Offshore Wind Experts: Danish Industry Perspectives 

mailto:ltp@cop.dk
mailto:clano@orsted.dk
mailto:RBOW@semcomaritime.com
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Soren Karas is the Chief Strategy & Commercial Officer of ESVAGT, a market

leader in maritime services for the Offshore Wind industry, hereunder the

largest fleet of Service Operation Vessels (SOV). He joined in 2017 and is

responsible for sales management, investments/acquisitions, business

development as well as the overall company strategy. Prior to joining ESVAGT

he worked in a variety of executive roles in the A. P. Moller-Maersk Group in

Denmark and abroad. Soren holds an MBA from University of Chicago Booth

School of Business.
Søren Karas, CCO,

Esvagt,

ska@esvagt.com

Kasper Yttesen is Senior Vice President of Offshore New Markets at Siemens

Gamesa Renewable Energy. In offshore, Siemens Gamesa is the number one

player in the market, with the largest installed base (currently 15 GW installed

ed.) and the largest order book in the industry, with more than 70% of market

share. Mr. Yttesen has worked in the wind power industry since 2008 and is

experienced within strategy development and implementation, market entries,

and M&A. He has a Master’s degree in Business Administration from Aarhus

University.

Kasper Yttesen,

Senior VP, New

Markets, Siemens

Gamesa

Kasper.yttesen@si

emensgamesa.com

mailto:ska@esvagt.com
mailto:Kasper.yttesen@siemensgamesa.com
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A U.S. Perspective: State Economic Development Officials

As Chief Executive Officer of the Massachusetts Clean Energy Center, Stephen

Pike is responsible for leading MassCEC's efforts to build a nation-leading clean

energy economy in Massachusetts. Steve first joined the Massachusetts Clean

Energy Center as General Counsel in May 2013, leading the organization's

general corporate and public law matters; and overseeing governmental

affairs.

The Massachusetts Clean Energy Center (MassCEC) is a state economic

development agency dedicated to accelerating the growth of the clean energy

sector across the Commonwealth to spur job creation, deliver statewide

environmental benefits and to secure long-term economic growth for the

people of Massachusetts.. Additionally, MA has a 5.6 GW offshore wind target

currently under law and is home to the US’s first commercial scale offshore

wind project, Vineyard Wind 1.

Stephen Pike

CEO, Massachusetts Clean

Energy Center

SPike@MassCEC.com

Brian Sabina is Chief Economic Growth Officer for the New Jersey Economic

Development Authority (NJEDA). In this role, Brian oversees the Authority’s

efforts to accelerate economic growth by developing and implementing

initiatives and programs that enhance New Jersey’s long-term economic

competitiveness in strategic sectors, such as clean energy, infrastructure,

advanced manufacturing, technology, and life sciences. Prior to joining the EDA,

Brian worked at McKinsey & Company, where he was a leader in the firm’s

public sector and infrastructure practices. His work focused largely on designing

and implementing economic development and public-sector operations

transformations. During his career, Brian has worked with 20+ government

agencies across 12+ countries.

The New Jersey Economic Development Authority (NJEDA) grows the state’s

economy and increases equitable access to opportunity by supporting high-

quality job creation, catalyzing investment, and fostering vibrant, inclusive

community development. New Jersey currently has an offshore wind target of

7 GW by 2035 and has projects, such as Ørsted´s Ocean Wind, currently in

progress.

Brian Sabina

Chief Economic

Development Officer, New

Jersey Economic

Development Authority

BSabina@njeda.com

mailto:SPike@MassCEC.com
mailto:BSabina@njeda.com
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As a Senior Advisor for Offshore Wind, Peter will help lead the team’s strategy,

planning, and execution of economic development associated initiatives to

develop and expand the offshore wind industry. Working collaboratively with

public and private stakeholders, his primary focus will be on supply chain,

infrastructure and workforce development. Peter has extensive experience in

regional economic development and driving localization and growth through

education, research and development and the establishment of innovative

programs.

The New York State Energy Research and Development Authority (NYSERDA)

promotes energy efficiency and the use of renewable energy sources. These

efforts are key to developing a less polluting and more reliable and affordable

energy system for all New Yorkers. Collectively, NYSERDA’s efforts aim to

reduce greenhouse gas emissions, accelerate economic growth, and reduce

customer energy bills. Governed by a 13-member Board, NYSERDA has

provided objective information and analysis, technical expertise, and support

in New York State since 1975.

Peter Lion, Senior Advisor,

Offshore Wind, New York

State Energy Research and

Development Authority

peter.lion@nyserda.ny.gov

In October 2019, Virginia’s Governor Ralph Northam appointed Jennifer as

Chief Deputy of the Department of Mines, Minerals & Energy, overseeing the

development of offshore wind for the Commonwealth. Previously, Jennifer

served as Director of the SMART Center, a National Science Foundation Grant

promoting maritime and offshore wind education nationwide at Tidewater

Community College.

The Virginia Department of Mines, Minerals and Energy (DMME) enhances

the development and conservation of energy and mineral resources in a safe

and environmentally sound manner to support a more productive economy.. It

is the leader in carrying out the Governor’s Virginia Energy Plan and

encourages energy efficiency, renewable energy as well as use of alternatively

fueled vehicles. Virginia’s current offshore wind target sits at 5.2 GW by 2034.

A pilot project, run in part by Ørsted, began operations earlier this year with

the hopes of turning into a 2.6 GW commercial scale wind farm by 2026.

Jennifer K. Palestrant,

Chief Deputy, Virginia

Department of Mines,

Minerals & Energy

jennifer.palestrant@dm

me.virginia.gov

mailto:peter.lion@nyserda.ny.gov
mailto:jennifer.palestrant@dmme.virginia.gov


MINISTRY OF

FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
The Trade Council

Moderators

Joseph Vitale has extensive experience in port assessments and supply chain

analysis in support of the OSW industry. He has 30 years of engineering and

consulting experience. His project experience ranges from conducting detailed

port assessments and site selection to estimating the costs of upgrading ports

to OSW standards. Joseph has also worked closely with state agencies and

private OSW developers to better understand the needs of OSW equipment

and service providers for the US.Joseph Vitale

PE, LSP, Principal,

Rambøll

jvitale@ramboll.com

Hans Peter Slente

Director, Market

Development, Dansk

Industri

HPS@di.dk

Hans Peter Slente is a senior advisor at the Danish Energy Industries

Federation (DI Energy), responsible for international promotion. DI Energy is a

private business association within the Danish energy industry. Danish green

energy technologies and solutions are making their mark internationally in a

range of fields, including wind power and other renewables, as well as modern

energy-efficient and resource-saving solutions. DI Energy facilitates the

engagement of the Danish wind industry in the US through the Danish

Cleantech Hub in New York City and with a range of activities throughout the

country.

Peter brings experience from ten years in the offshore wind business unit at

Siemens Gamesa RE (SGRE), offshore wind pioneer since Vindeby in 1991 and

market leader in offshore wind turbines. At SGRE Peter worked with corporate

strategy, competitive intelligence and product management. To that end, Peter

has been deeply involved in the successful market launches of the SG DD-167,

SG DD-200 and SG DD-222 products as well as ancillary products. Before

venturing into the wind turbine industry, Peter started his career at well-

known IT companies IBM A/S and TDC A/S with different IT-related topics.Peter J. H. Esmann

Sector Expert,

Offshore Wind,

Trade Council in

North America

petesm@um.dk

mailto:jvitale@ramboll.com

