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Introduction

The Business Network for Offshore Wind (the Network) is a nonprofit, educational organization 

with a mission to develop the offshore wind energy industry and its supply chain. Through 

partnerships with industry and government, the Network works to build an innovative supply 

chain that will create and sustain jobs, benefit local economies, and ensure a cost-effective clean 

energy portfolio. We advance this through collaboration, education, and innovation, bringing 

together global developers, policymakers, academia, and leading experts to grow this new and 

vital offshore wind industry that provides a practical solution to climate change and creates 

well-paying jobs.

Offshore wind projects are now under development along much of America’s East Coast, rang-

ing from Maine to the Carolinas. The U.S. offshore wind industry has already seen investments 

exceeding $3.5 billion and the Network has tracked more than 500 supply chain contracts. 

Photo courtesy Waldemar Brandt
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A recent analysis concluded that the rapidly developing economic opportunity of the U.S. off-

shore wind industry is on track to exceed $100 billion for capital expenditures alone in the next 

decade, without accounting for long-term operational expenditures. Offshore wind ports and 

major component manufacturing facilities are already being sited along the East Coast, and 

some of these facilities broke ground in the first quarter of 2021.

The majority of this economic activity is focused on fixed-bottom offshore wind turbines, which 

are generally deployed in water depths less than 60 meters, although the depth boundary be-

tween fixed-bottom and floating turbine deployment is becoming increasingly blurred as tech-

nology evolves. However, the National Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL) estimates that 

more than 58 percent of U.S. offshore wind technical resource potential is found in locations 

with water depths greater than 60 meters, which will require floating offshore wind turbine 

foundations. Floating offshore wind turbine foundations generally fall into one of several prin-

cipal design types: semisubmersible, spar, barge, tension-leg platform (TLP), or hybrid designs.

The implication of the floating offshore wind opportunity is that the U.S. offshore wind market 

is much larger than it currently appears. Collectively, East Coast states now aim to procure 32 

GW of offshore wind capacity by 2035, while the Biden Administration has called for the de-

ployment of 30 GW by 2030. As alluded to in the 2016 National Offshore Wind Strategy, in order 

to maximize the potential of the U.S. offshore wind market, state and federal policymakers – in 

collaboration with industry and other stakeholders – must accelerate their planning for large-

scale deployment of floating offshore wind installations.1 

Interest in both fixed-bottom and floating offshore wind is surging worldwide. Global invest-

ment in offshore wind totaled nearly $30 billion during 2020 alone, and an increasing number of 

countries are looking to offshore wind to meet considerable percentages of their national elec-

tricity needs. However, the ambitious capacity deployment targets outlined by established Eu-

ropean and Asian offshore wind markets2 are already driving substantial project development, 

which consumes current supply chain capacity. The U.S. domestic offshore wind supply chain is 

in its infancy and global supply chains do not have unlimited capacity. 

These realities highlight opportunities for state and federal policymakers to continue the Biden 

Administration’s tremendous early progress on offshore wind by thinking now about the future 

implications and necessities of deploying floating offshore wind turbines. The U.S. offshore wind 

industry’s ongoing momentum can be maximized by establishing mechanisms to achieve the 

integrated, intergovernmental coordination, planning, and strategic decision-making that will 

enable: (1) the U.S. to have a floating offshore wind industry that is competitive on the global 

stage, and (2) for states to meet their full decarbonization commitments, which likely cannot be 

met without deploying substantial floating offshore wind generation capacity. 

1 An in-depth discussion of fixed-bottom and floating offshore wind turbine foundation technology is beyond the scope 
of this report. The National Renewable Energy Laboratory has a very informative recorded presentation: “Overview of 
Floating Offshore Wind. ”
2 United Kingdom, China, Germany, Denmark, Netherlands, Taiwan, South Korea, Japan, France

The implication 
of the floating 
offshore wind 
opportunity is that 
the U.S. offshore 
wind market 
is much larger 
than it currently 
appears.

https://files.nc.gov/nccommerce/documents/Policymaker-Reports/Report_North-Carolina-OSW-Supply-Chain-Assessment_BVGAssociates_asPublished-Mar3-2021.pdf
https://www.nrel.gov/docs/fy16osti/66599.pdf
http://30 GW by 2030
https://www.boem.gov/sites/default/files/renewable-energy-program/National-Offshore-Wind-Strategy-report-09082016.pdf
https://gwec.net/global-wind-report-2021/
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Five Regions for U.S. Floating Offshore Wind
The Business Network for Offshore Wind has identified five principal regions  

for floating offshore wind deployment in the U.S., outlined below.

Gulf of Maine
New Hampshire
Maine

East Coast
Cape Cod to 

Cape Hatteras

West Coast
Washington

Oregon

California

Hawaii

Gulf of Mexico
Louisiana

Great Lakes
New York

FIGURE 1

Potential U.S. Floating Offshore Wind Markets

WEST COAST

California, Oregon, Washington, Hawaii

The U.S. West Coast, particularly California, is viewed globally as a market with massive 

potential for floating offshore wind projects. The region has outstanding offshore wind re-

sources along the northern California to southern Oregon border, particularly off California’s 

Central Coast. The planned retirement of the California-based Diablo Canyon nuclear gen-

eration facility also enhances the opportunity for offshore wind along the state’s Central 

Coast. California’s technology-agnostic SB-100 legislation requires that renewable energy 

and zero-carbon resources supply 100 percent of retail sales of electricity to California end-

use customers by 2045. It is estimated that California will need to build at least 140 GW of 

new renewable energy and energy storage capacity by 2045 to meet the SB-100 targets. 

1

https://www.boem.gov/california
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201720180SB100


5    BUSINESS NETWORK FOR OFFSHORE WIND | POLICY BRIEFING

Floating offshore wind must play a key role in helping 

California achieve its SB-100 goals and will also facilitate 

economic development and job growth. This includes port 

development and other civil infrastructure improvements, 

the creation of a construction and manufacturing industry 

to produce and deploy the massive floating structures, and 

long-term offshore operations and maintenance needs, as 

well as jobs in engineering, consulting, and research & de-

velopment. In other parts of the world, the offshore wind 

industry is a proven creator of well-paying jobs in a wide 

variety of sectors and at varying skill levels. Due to the 

massive scale of activities and investment required to de-

velop such an industry, the entire Pacific Coast stands to 

benefit from floating offshore wind – and California is cur-

rently positioned at the center of that opportunity.

Other strategic investments associated with floating off-

shore wind can drive broader net positive economic ben-

efits. A holistically planned offshore transmission solution 

enabling delivery of electricity from Central Coast floating 

offshore wind arrays directly into load centers in Southern 

California (among other landing points) would enhance 

grid reliability, mitigate north-south transmission conges-

tion, and reduce wildfire risk exposure by providing an al-

ternative path for power to flow. 

Annual regional wildfire risks are dire and directly impact 

California’s natural habitats and the lives of millions of Cal-

ifornians. Given the regularity and severity of wildfires, an 

offshore transmission solution – that (a) facilitates delivery 

of offshore wind-generated electricity to multiple points on-

shore, and (b) operates as a holistic upgrade to California’s 

bulk transmission system – should be seriously considered. 

In February 2021, California utilities announced their inten-

tion to spend approximately $13 billion to mitigate wildfire 

risks. An offshore transmission solution is one way to reduce 

the foreseeable, ever-increasing, highly expensive, and ulti-

mately life-threatening risks presented by wildfires, which 

are sometimes sparked by electricity transmission or dis-

tribution equipment. Finally, an offshore transmission ap-

proach would also position Central Coast floating offshore 

wind to be a vector for easing health and environmental 

justice impacts by accelerating the retirement of natural gas 

generation facilities in the Los Angeles Basin. 

Introduced to the California State Assembly in February 

2021, AB-525 aims to enact a coordinated state-level stra-

tegic planning process for offshore wind. The bill was in-

troduced including language proposing a 10 GW offshore 

wind target for California by 2040, with an interim goal 

of 3 GW by 2030, to match the intent of the 2021 SB-100 

Joint Agency Report. It is now the expectation that, once 

AB-525 is enacted, the California Energy Commission 

(CEC) will determine the state’s offshore wind target with-

in three months and an interagency plan will be developed 

to meet it. Industry has identified the implementation of a 

state-level offshore wind capacity procurement target as 

the single most important policy mechanism; it will pro-

vide the market certainty that is necessary to anchor Cal-

ifornia’s offshore wind program and drive investment. As 

of late May 2021, AB-525 has passed the Assembly Com-

mittees on Utilities and Energy, Natural Resources, and 

Appropriations. The California State Lands Commission 

also is currently considering two floating offshore wind 

pilot project applications, proposed for state waters near 

Vandenberg Space Force Base.

In addition to California’s plans, in March 2021, legislation 

was introduced in the Oregon House of Representatives 

calling for the development of 3 GW of floating offshore 

wind by 2030. In a 2020 study, the Pacific Northwest Na-

tional Laboratory (PNNL) concluded that Oregon offshore 

wind resources show hourly compatibility with other util-

ity-scale renewable resources, including Columbia Gorge 

onshore wind and southern Oregon solar, as well as sea-

sonal compatibility with Northwest hydroelectric resourc-

es. Offshore wind was also found to have greater comple-

mentarity to these resources compared to onshore wind 

resources in the region.

Washington has not yet expressed a direct interest in 

offshore wind. However, the state has made a deep 

commitment to decarbonization. State lawmakers re-

cently passed a bill, the Climate Commitment Act, which 

establishes an economy wide cap-and-trade system for 

carbon emissions. The state also has several industries 

with skills transferrable to offshore wind – aerospace, 

clean technology, information technology, and maritime 

– that it considers to be key targeted sectors for high 

https://www.latimes.com/world-nation/story/2021-02-08/california-utilities-to-spend-billions-to-cut-wildfire-risk
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220AB525
https://www.energy.ca.gov/sb100
https://www.energy.ca.gov/sb100
https://legiscan.com/OR/text/HB3375/id/2336645
https://www.pnnl.gov/main/publications/external/technical_reports/PNNL-29935.pdf
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=5126&Initiative=false&Year=2021
https://www.commerce.wa.gov/growing-the-economy/key-sectors/
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growth. Several ports in the state, including Seattle and 

Tacoma, are beginning to explore ways to get involved 

in U.S. offshore wind.

In Hawaii, (onshore) wind energy is the state’s second 

most utilized renewable energy resource behind distrib-

uted solar. In 2016, the Bureau of Ocean Energy Manage-

ment (BOEM), published two call areas offshore Oahu 

– Oahu North and South – but BOEM is still in the area 

identification stage of the leasing process. In February 

2021, BOEM and NREL announced an expanded interagen-

cy agreement to study the levelized cost of energy (LCOE) 

of future potential offshore wind activities for Hawaii.

Together, the U.S. Pacific states – California, Oregon, 

Washington, and Hawaii – have the technical poten-

tial to produce almost 869 TWh of electricity annually 

from floating offshore wind. An analysis by Environment 

America noted that this is more than double the region’s 

2019 annual electricity usage, and “almost 90 percent 

of what [the Pacific region] is projected to use in 2050, 

assuming maximum electrification.” Additionally, the Pa-

cific states are now at the same general stage in their 

floating offshore wind market development. These ad-

vantageous conditions, and the magnitude of the clean 

energy and economic development opportunity present-

ed by floating offshore wind, suggest that Pacific states 

should give serious consideration to utilizing a collabo-

rative and holistic regional development approach. The 

Network has consistently advocated for regional collabo-

ration on offshore wind and firmly believe that a partner-

ship of Pacific states would catapult the U.S. to a position 

of leadership in floating offshore wind.

Photo courtesy of U.S. Department of Energy

https://www.boem.gov/renewable-energy/state-activities/hawaii-activities
https://energy.hawaii.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/HSEO_FactsAndFigures-2020.pdf
https://energy.hawaii.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/HSEO_FactsAndFigures-2020.pdf
https://www.boem.gov/sites/default/files/boem-newsroom/Press-Releases/2016/HI-Call-Map-2019_04_08.pdf
https://www.boem.gov/sites/default/files/documents/regions/pacific-ocs-region/environmental-analysis/HI%20Cost%20Study%20Fact%20Sheet.pdf
https://www.boem.gov/sites/default/files/documents/regions/pacific-ocs-region/environmental-analysis/HI%20Cost%20Study%20Fact%20Sheet.pdf
https://environmentamericacenter.org/feature/amc/offshore-wind-america#:~:text=The%20Pacific%20region%20—%20including%20Hawaii,in%202050%2C%20assuming%20maximum%20electrification.
https://offshorewindhub.org/sites/default/files/resources/Floating_Frontiers_Environmental_White_Paper.pdf
https://www.offshorewindus.org/leadership100/pdf/L100-Top2021Priorities.pdf
https://www.offshorewindus.org/leadership100/pdf/L100-Top2021Priorities.pdf
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EAST COAST

Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New York,  
New Jersey, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina

East Coast states (Massachusetts to North Carolina) that are progressing with their re-

spective offshore wind programs should consider utilizing floating offshore wind turbines 

to meet long-range clean energy goals. State governments and market analysts already 

recognize that additional offshore wind capacity will be necessary for states to achieve 

their 2050 full decarbonization scenarios. 

New Jersey’s current offshore wind energy target is 7.5 GW. However, the state has con-

cluded that its lowest-cost pathway to meeting its 2050 decarbonization goals requires 

nearly 11 GW of offshore wind. Some observers point out that the New England states 

might need over 40 GW of offshore wind by 2050 to meet their collective decarbonization 

goals. Given New York State’s firm commitment to climate action and electricity system 

decarbonization, it would not be surprising to see New York procure up to 25 GW of off-

shore wind capacity. Currently, a single-turbine floating pilot project is planned for deploy-

ment within a lease in the Wind Energy Area offshore Massachusetts.

2

FIGURE 2

Offshore Wind Energy Technology Zones

https://www.nj.gov/dep/climatechange/docs/nj-gwra-80x50-report-2020.pdf
https://nepool.com/uploads/FG_20200804_02B_Brattle_Group_Presentation.pdf
https://brattlefiles.blob.core.windows.net/files/20360_offshore_wind_transmission_-_an_analysis_of_planning_in_new_england_and_new_york.pdf
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To provide some context as to water depths along the East 

Coast, Figure 2 shows active renewable energy lease areas 

and BOEM planning areas, with three isobaths delineating 

offshore wind energy technology zones. The line closest to 

shore (pink) is 30 meters, the middle line (red) is 60 me-

ters, and the line furthest to sea (burgundy) is 900 meters. 

To meet their full decarbonization goals by 2050, East 

Coast states will likely need to site tens of gigawatts of 

floating offshore wind capacity. Therefore, one key area 

for immediate consideration by state and federal pol-

icymakers and industry participants is to future-proof 

the East Coast offshore wind port and industry facilities 

where billions of public and private dollars are now being 

invested. Fixed-bottom and floating offshore wind tur-

bines have very different needs and requirements in terms 

of assembly, installation, operations, and maintenance. 

Considering this crucial question now, when purpose-built 

ports are being designed and constructed specifically to 

serve the offshore wind industry, will enhance the longev-

ity of these facilities by enabling them to evolve alongside 

the industry’s expected overall shift, over the next decade, 

towards floating offshore wind.

Photo courtesy of LC Nøttaasen
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GULF OF MEXICO

Louisiana

In May 2020, NREL released two reports on offshore renewables in the Gulf of Mexico, 

one that noted the region has a technically feasible offshore wind resource potential of 

508 GW. Later, Louisiana requested that BOEM establish an Intergovernmental Renewable 

Energy Task Force for the Gulf of Mexico, which is generally the first step in the offshore 

wind leasing process. The Gulf of Mexico Task Force’s inaugural meeting will take place in 

June 2021.

The region benefits from extensive offshore oil and gas experience and a mature offshore 

supply chain that has significantly participated in the U.S. offshore wind industry since 

the installation of Block Island Wind Farm in 2016. Offshore wind could also be used to 

electrify offshore oil and gas assets already deployed in the Gulf of Mexico. However, with 

the exception of Texas, none of the Gulf Coast states – Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, and 

Florida – currently have a renewable energy standard or target.

4

GREAT LAKES

New York

The New York State Energy Research and Development Authority (NYSERDA) will undertake 

a feasibility study considering floating offshore wind turbines in Lake Erie and Lake Ontario. 

To date, other offshore wind projects in the Great Lakes have used fixed-bottom turbines.

5

GULF OF MAINE

Maine, New Hampshire (Massachusetts)

A single-turbine floating pilot project is planned for Maine state waters. Although a mor-

atorium barring further offshore wind development in Maine state waters has been an-

nounced, Maine is continuing to explore a 120 MW floating research array in federally 

regulated portions of the Gulf of Maine. Neighboring New Hampshire is also considering 

legislation, SB-151, that would require the state to procure between 600 and 800 MW of 

offshore wind capacity by 2028.

3

https://espis.boem.gov/final%20reports/BOEM_2020-017.pdf
https://gov.louisiana.gov/index.cfm/newsroom/detail/2790
https://gov.louisiana.gov/index.cfm/newsroom/detail/2790
https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/All-Programs/Programs/Clean-Energy-Standard/Important-Orders-Reports-and-Filings/Great-Lakes-Wind-Feasibility-Study
https://legiscan.com/NH/bill/SB151/2021
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MAINTAINING A GLOBAL PERSPECTIVE

To successfully advance the U.S. floating offshore wind 

industry into a period of steady growth, a world-wide 

perspective must be maintained. There are currently 30 

to 40 GW of offshore wind projects under development 

globally, with capital being deployed on a massive scale 

by key players. As mentioned, the current global offshore 

wind supply chain does not have unlimited capacity, and 

naturally prefers market certainty. 

If floating offshore wind is adopted as a policy priority, the 

Network underscores the importance of state and federal 

policymakers sending clear signals to the global offshore 

wind industry. States can do this by making technolo-

gy-specific capacity solicitations seeking to procure float-

ing offshore wind. The federal government can enhance 

certainty by engaging with industry and demonstrating 

that it is already thinking about how the considerations 

associated with leasing and permitting floating offshore 

wind projects.

This growth pace is forecast to accelerate in the upcom-

ing years. In May 2021, the International Energy Agency 

(IEA) released its Net Zero by 2050 report, which lays out 

a pathway to net zero global emissions by 2050. In its sce-

nario, IEA envisions offshore wind as indispensable, with 

expected capacity additions of 80 GW each year starting 

in 2030 and continuing for more than a decade, with 2050 

annual capacity additions around 70 GW. These are po-

tentially overwhelming numbers when considering supply 

chain capacity and timing issues.

At the end of 2020 there were approximately 79 MW of 

installed floating offshore wind projects globally, located 

in Norway, Portugal, United Kingdom, Sweden, Japan, and 

South Korea. 

In the United Kingdom, the Crown Estate is planning to 

conduct a leasing round for the Celtic Sea seeking float-

ing offshore wind projects around 300 MW. The U.K. has a 

target of 1 GW of floating offshore wind capacity by 2030. 

Scotland will soon conduct its own offshore wind solicita-

tion (ScotWind), which will include a floating component. 

From 2023 forward, France will issue annual tenders for 

1 GW of capacity, either for fixed-bottom or floating, de-

pending on the cost.

China quickly became a mature offshore wind market, in-

stalling half of all global offshore wind capacity (2.1 GW) 

in 2020. It will likely soon overtake the United Kingdom 

to become the world leader of deployed offshore wind 

capacity. China is also innovating, and will have the first 

project connecting a floating offshore wind turbine to a 

fixed-bottom turbine. 

Other Asian countries are also making large commit-

ments to offshore wind, and their offshore conditions will 

require floating offshore wind deployment. Taiwan has 

a goal of 15 GW by 2035, but some estimates suggest 

that only about 10 GW is available in sites suitable for 

fixed-bottom installations. The Taiwan Strait, for exam-

ple, has excellent offshore wind resources but deep wa-

ter. Japan and South Korea face similar challenges with 

limited space for fixed-bottom installations, except in 

nearshore areas, and significant water depths a short dis-

tance offshore. Japan has committed to 45 GW by 2040. 

South Korea is currently developing three 500 MW float-

ing offshore wind projects, with a target of 4.6 GW of 

floating offshore wind by 

2026. Japan, South Ko-

rea, and Taiwan are also 

intent on localizing their 

floating offshore wind 

supply chains.

Taking into account wa-

ter depths and often fa-

vorable offshore wind 

resources, Pacific and Ca-

ribbean islands like Guam 

and Puerto Rico should 

also consider floating off-

shore wind deployment.

China will likely 
soon overtake the 
United Kingdom 
to become the 
world leader of 
deployed offshore 
wind capacity. 
China is also 
innovating, and 
will have the first 
project connecting 
a floating offshore 
wind turbine to 
a fixed-bottom 
turbine.

https://iea.blob.core.windows.net/assets/4719e321-6d3d-41a2-bd6b-461ad2f850a8/NetZeroby2050-ARoadmapfortheGlobalEnergySector.pdf
https://renews.biz/67420/crown-estate-launches-uk-commercial-floating-leases/
https://www.gouvernement.fr/sites/default/files/locale/piece-jointe/2020/08/2020-french_strategy_for_energy_and_climate.pdf
https://www.gouvernement.fr/sites/default/files/locale/piece-jointe/2020/08/2020-french_strategy_for_energy_and_climate.pdf
https://gwec.net/global-wind-report-2021/
https://www.offshorewind.biz/2021/03/19/chinese-offshore-wind-farm-first-to-connect-fixed-and-floating-turbine/
https://www.taipeitimes.com/News/biz/archives/2021/03/15/2003753835
https://www.evwind.es/2020/12/17/south-korea-to-build-worlds-largest-floating-wind-farm-off-ulsan/78629
https://www.evwind.es/2020/12/17/south-korea-to-build-worlds-largest-floating-wind-farm-off-ulsan/78629
https://www.offshorewind.biz/2021/03/19/chinese-offshore-wind-farm-first-to-connect-fixed-and-floating-turbine/
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OBSERVATIONS

Floating offshore wind represents the future of the glob-

ally expanding offshore wind industry. Involvement in this 

cutting-edge industry provides opportunities for eco-

nomic development and clean energy that are already 

transforming parts of the world. Opportunities to develop 

a robust offshore wind energy industry and local supply 

chain are available, and U.S. businesses should capitalize 

on them. The 2021 blockage of the Suez Canal for six days 

caused immense logistics challenges and clearly illustrates 

the risks of heavy reliance on globalized supply chains 

premised on just-in-time manufacturing, and the advan-

tages of localized manufacturing.

The U.S. offshore wind industry is heavily driven by state 

government leadership. Ratepayers will pay the price if 

state governments do not act now. Offshore wind is unique 

from solar or onshore wind and its infrastructure require-

ments and higher CAPEX costs require longer preparatory 

timeframes. Further, individual offshore wind projects are 

considerably larger in terms of energy generation (multi-

ple-GW scale) and area requirements (100,000+ acre lease 

areas), creating distinct challenges related to grid integra-

tion and stakeholder and environmental impacts.

Europe has been successful in creating a fixed-bottom off-

shore wind industry, resulting in more than 60,000 direct 

jobs. By giving their domestic companies the tools and 

support needed to grow in their local markets, European 

governments have enabled their offshore wind companies 

to successfully scale up and export on a global scale. Lead-

ership of the global floating offshore wind market remains 

up for grabs, and the U.S. is well-positioned to seize that 

role. The competencies of established U.S. industries like 

offshore oil and gas, manufacturing, shipbuilding, naval 

architecture, information technology, and more, must be 

leveraged so that offshore wind is not perceived as “Euro-

pean” but rather a uniquely American offshore renewable 

energy technology.

Years are required to mobilize the supply chain for an 

offshore wind project, whether it uses fixed-bottom or Photo courtesy of Jan Kopriva
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floating foundation technology. To achieve this, U.S. state 

government policymakers must send a clear signal to the 

global market – in the form of direct technology-specif-

ic capacity procurement mechanisms – that they are in-

terested in floating offshore wind. The Network’s expert 

Floating Offshore Wind Working Group – an industry ad-

visory panel drawn from the Network’s diverse member-

ship – makes the unanimous recommendation that these 

procurement mechanisms are necessary to demonstrating 

needed market certainty. 

States interested in floating offshore wind should consider:

■    Grid integration / integration of power into the wider 

energy system

■    Ports (both infrastructure and navigational needs), 

as major port upgrades will be required to deploy 

floating offshore wind at commercial scale

■    Siting of major component fabrication facilities 

■    Vessel requirements and other civil infrastructure

■    Supply chain, including capital investment to fund 

joint ventures, which enables local businesses to 

partner with experienced international enterprises

■    Workforce development, including funding, educa-

tion, and support for small businesses, with a focus 

on securing greater participation of minority and 

woman-owned business enterprises in offshore wind

■    Environmental protection

■    Driving commercialization of floating wind technolo-

gy and enhancing manufacturing techniques

■    Repurposing offshore oil and gas facilities, pipelines, 

and other infrastructure for green hydrogen uses

■    Regional collaboration between states interested in 

offshore wind in all regions: 

■    West Coast – California, Oregon, Washington, and 

Hawaii

■    Gulf of Maine – New Hampshire, Maine  

(Massachusetts)

■    East Coast – Massachusetts, Rhode Island,  

Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Maryland,  

Virginia, North Carolina

In the immediate term, U.S. state governments should 

consider focusing on mapping, organizing, and stim-

ulating growth of existing local companies within their 

states to be “opportunity ready” to serve future floating 

offshore wind projects. This is a years-long process that 

should begin immediately. 

The Business Network can assist state governments in iden-

tifying and cultivating small businesses and MWBEs who, 

with education and training, can become opportunity ready 

to participate in the U.S. offshore wind supply chain. States 

should also consider aiding businesses in identifying export 

opportunities in global offshore wind markets, particularly 

in floating wind. This will allow local companies to begin im-

mediately securing necessary certifications, as well as gain-

ing skills, experience, and competencies needed to support 

U.S. offshore wind project build-outs once states have solid-

ified their floating offshore wind programs and the federal 

government conducts offshore wind leasing.


